2                                   RISE OF THE MARATHA POWER

tical map of a great Continent. Unlike the great Subhedars of
Provinces, who became independent after the death of Aurangzeb,
the founder of the Maratha Power and his successors for two gene-
rations bore the brunt of the attack of the Moghul Empire at the
zenith of its splendour. The military adventurers named above
were not backed up by any national force behind them, and their
power perished with the individuals who founded it. In the case
of the Maratha Confederacy, however, It was far otherwise. For
ten generations a succession of great leaders sprang up to fill up
the place of those who died in the struggle, and the Confederacy
not only outlived opposition but derived greater strength from the
reverses it sustained from time to time, rising Phoenix-like in
greater splendour from the very ashes of its apparent ruin. This
tenacity shewed clearly that the underlying principles had stronger
vitality than can be explained by the standard theory of adventure
and freebooting, or the illustration of a sudden conflagration. We
shall attempt in this chapter to state briefly these distinguishing
features, which lend to the story all the moral and permanent in-
terest it possesses for the student of history.

In the first place, it should be noted that the immediate pre-
decessors of the British rulers of India were not the Mahomedans,
as is too often taken for granted but they were the native rulers
of the country, who had successfully thrown off the Mahomedan
yoke. Mr. Grant Duff, indeed, claims for Maratha history this
particular feature of interest, and describes the Marathas as "our
predecessors in conquest in India, whose power was gradually
gaming strength, before it found a head in the far-famed adven-
turer, Shivaji Bhonsale". Except in Bengal and on the Coromandel
Coast, the powers displaced by the English conquest were not
Mahomedan Subhedars, but native Hindu rulers who had success-
fully asserted their independence. Among these native powers, the
first place must be assigned to the members of the Maratha Con-
federacy. The Maratha Power took its rise in Western Maha-
rashtra, and the sphere of its influence soon extended to the Central
Deccan, Karnatik, and Southern India as far south as Tanjore,
iircludiiig Mysore. On the north it embraced Gujarat including
Kathiawad, Berars, Central Provinces up to Cuttack, Malwa in Cen-
tral India, Bundelkhand, Rajputana, Northern India including
Delhi, Agra, the Doab and Rohilkhand. Bengal and Oudh were
invaded, but ware protected from conquest solely by the inter-
position of the British armies. For fifty years the Emperors at
Delhi were made or unmade by the agents of this Power. In